Good [morning/afternoon], everyone.
Today, I want to shine a light on a fascinating piece of Minnesota history that doesn’t always get the attention it deserves—the story of our first official state flag, and how it was created almost entirely by women.
When Minnesota became a state in 1858, it had no official flag. That changed in 1892 when the Minnesota Women’s Auxiliary Board prepared for the World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago. These women wanted Minnesota to have a strong, symbolic presence at the fair, so they launched a public design contest.
There were more than 200 entries in. A six-woman committee, chaired by Florence M. Greenleaf, reviewed every submission. In February 1893, they selected the winning design by Amelia Hyde Center, an artist and leatherworker from Minneapolis. Center received a $15 prize for her work—roughly $500 in today’s money.
Her design featured the state seal on a white field, surrounded by the state flower—the pink-and-white lady’s slipper—along with 19 gold stars representing Minnesota’s place in the Union. The reverse side was a simple but elegant blue field. Norwegian immigrant sisters Pauline and Thomane Fjelde then hand-embroidered a beautiful silk prototype that went on to win a gold medal at the World’s Fair for its craftsmanship.
Thanks to the strong advocacy of the Women’s Auxiliary Board, on April 4, 1893, the Minnesota state legislature voted to officially adopt Amelia Center’s design as the state’s first flag. For over 130 years, that flag represented our state—thanks to the vision, judgment, and talent of women who stepped up when Minnesota needed a symbol.
This story reminds us that behind many official symbols of pride and identity, there are often women whose contributions have been overlooked. Amelia Hyde Center and the women of the Auxiliary Board didn’t just design a flag—they helped give Minnesota its visual identity at a pivotal moment in our history.
Thank you
