Good evening, Mayor BLANK and members of the BLANK City Council. My name is BLANK; I'm a long-time resident of BLANK. Thank you for allowing me to speak today. I'm here to advocate for flying Minnesota's traditional state flag on city property and rejecting the new flag design. This is about honoring our heritage, respecting the democratic processes, and exercising our local rights. I'll keep this to about three minutes.
Our original flag was adopted in 1893 after a public contest for the Chicago World's Fair, it featured the state seal on a blue field, symbolizing our agricultural roots, frontier spirit, and motto "Lee twell day no" – the Star of the North. Updated slightly in 1957 and 1983 for clarity.  Each time it was voted on and approved by a bipartisan majority in the legislature.  It had flown proudly over our state for over a century, representing Minnesota's unique identity.  
Compare that with the process for the new flag. In 2023, the legislative trifecta created the State Emblems Redesign Commission – a 13-member appointed committee, not elected by the people. This group included appointees from various councils and three public members selected by Governor Walz, plus the Secretary of State as a voting member. The only elected official who voted on the approval was Secretary of State Steve Simon – no broader legislative vote or public referendum occurred. The design automatically became official on May 11, 2024. Many Minnesotans view this as an undemocratic, top-down imposition, resulting in a flag that feels generic and disconnected from our shared history.
This new Minnesota Statutes § 1.141 only mandates the display of the official state flag on the State Capitol grounds between sunrise and sunset. This statute does not impose any such requirement on municipalities, counties, or other local entities, making the choice of which flag to fly a matter of local policy discretion. For example, the cities of Champlin, St. Francis and Elk River and many more just recently adopted resolutions to fly the original flag on city property, asserting their community's preference.
That's why I'm asking you to consider a similar resolution for BLANK. I've prepared a pre-written resolution for your review, which I'll provide today. It would direct city staff to fly the traditional flag, honoring what unites our residents.
In closing, I say, let's fly the traditional flag to preserve our heritage, reject an unelected redesign, and affirm our local control. I urge you to adopt this resolution. Thank you for your time – I'd be happy to answer questions.
